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ABSTRACT (ABSTRACT)

The plight of African-Americans in society has been thrust again into the national spotlight with the unrest in Los
Angeles, Chicago and other cities, raising the inevitable question: are blacks in America still like Ralph Ellison's
"Invisible Man"?

"Some is and some ain't," said Ellison, 78, putting the answer in terms as stark as his chronicle of the experiences of
an African-American man exploring the human condition and life as a minority. "Invisible Man" won the National
Book Award in 1953.

Ellison was here Friday to receive the 1992 Chicago Public Library Harold Washington Literary Award for creative
use of the written word to address issues of contemporary life. The continuing appeal of his famous novel reflects
not just the depth of his character, but the problems that still grip society's forgotten underclass.

FULL TEXT

The plight of African-Americans in society has been thrust again into the national spotlight with the unrest in Los
Angeles, Chicago and other cities, raising the inevitable question: are blacks in America still like Ralph Ellison's
"Invisible Man"?

"Some is and some ain't," said Ellison, 78, putting the answer in terms as stark as his chronicle of the experiences of
an African-American man exploring the human condition and life as a minority. "Invisible Man" won the National
Book Award in 1953.

"A number of kids are angry because things haven't changed in their lifetime," he said. "They don't know how long it
takes for things to change. The young don't have the sense of continuity; they don't have a knowledge of their own
history in America."

Ellison was here Friday to receive the 1992 Chicago Public Library Harold Washington Literary Award for creative
use of the written word to address issues of contemporary life. The continuing appeal of his famous novel reflects
not just the depth of his character, but the problems that still grip society's forgotten underclass.

"We have a tremendous way to go, but we have come a long way, too," he said, pointing to his surroundings at the
Harold Washington Library Center, 400 S. State St. "In 1932, the library system in Chicago was segregated. Now
you have this magnificent building in honor of a black mayor."

It wasn't until 1932 that a library, the George Cleveland Hall Branch, 4801 S. Michigan Ave., was built in a black
neighborhood.

Ellison said black progress can be seen in all aspects of society, from music to athletics to dance.

"You can only legislate conditions," he said. "But despite the restrictions over the years, the integration continues.
You hear it in music and see it in the grace on the athletic field. You see it in dance.

"Integration is inevitable. We have to call more attention to what's really going on out there and stop fighting the
inevitable. When you have people meeting and talking, you gain understanding."

Ellison has written two collections of essays, "Shadows and Act" in 1964 and "Going to the Territory" in 1986, and is
at work on a new novel.

He said the message of "Invisible Man" and its ability to represent not just the struggle of blacks, but all oppressed
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people, "verifies my instincts when | wrote it."
"It isn't a color question anymore-color is just an excuse," he said. "People have taken advantage of others because
of religion, hair style, everything. People have to be brave enough to express themselves and learn from each

other."
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