Safely Advancing our Brotherhood Together:
A Comprehensive Reopening Plan for DeMatha’s
Faith-Filled Gentlemen and Scholars 2020-2021
1/11/21

A Message from DeMatha
We have worked diligently for the past several months in compiling safety plans and protocols to enhance
the safety of our buildings and the health and well-being of our faculty, staff and students.
We ask everyone to read through this document and become familiar with its expectations. It is imperative
that all of us work together – while on campus and in our neighborhoods – so that we remain vigilant while
we always engage in safe and cautious gatherings.
Let’s continue to pray for a healthy and successful resumption of in-person learning at DeMatha.

Fr. James, O.SS.T.
President

Dr. Daniel McMahon, PhD
Principal
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1. Definitions
Isolation is used to separate people infected with the virus (those who are sick with COVID-19 and
those with no symptoms) from people who are not infected. People who are in isolation should stay
home until it is safe for them to be around others.
In the home, anyone sick or infected should separate themselves from others by staying in a specific
“sick room” or area and using a separate bathroom (if available).
Quarantine is used to keep someone who might have been exposed to COVID-19 away from others.
Quarantine helps prevent spread of disease that can occur before a person knows they are sick or if
they are infected with the virus without feeling symptoms.
People in quarantine should stay home, separate themselves from others, monitor their health, and
follow directions from their state or local health department.
Close contact relates to exposure to individuals with COVID-19 and is defined by the Maryland
Department of Health Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) as being within 6 feet of a
person with COVID-19 for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period (e.g., three
5-minute exposures for a total of 15 minutes). Although use of personal protective equipment (PPE)
will decrease the risk for exposure, a person is considered exposed regardless of whether masks or face
coverings are being worn or not.
COVID-19 symptoms are any 1 of the following: cough, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, new
loss of taste or smell; OR At least 2 of the following: fever of 100.4 or higher (measured or subjective),
chills or shaking chills, muscle aches, sore throat, headache, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, fatigue,
and congestion or runny nose. Identification of persons with COVID-19 symptoms is used to exclude
persons from school, to identify who should be tested for COVID-19, and to identify persons who may
need close contacts quarantined.

2. Medical Staff
The entire Athletic Training staff and Chair of Sciences have completed the Johns Hopkins University
course on contact tracing. We also have 3 medical doctors that we have a close working relationship with
and are extensions of our training staff.

3. DeMatha’s Reopening Phases Chart
This document references phases according to DeMatha’s Fall 2020 Reopening Phases. To view the chart,
please follow the link below.
Fall 2020 Reopening Phases Chart

4. Preventative Measures and Modifications DeMatha has made to
accommodate COVID-19 restrictions
DeMatha administration relies on our partnership with our families to ensure the safety, health and
shared responsibility of staying safe and healthy within our community. Multiple preventive measures
have been put in place with the guidance of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the
Maryland Department of Health (MDH), and the Prince George’s County Department of Health and
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Human Services (PGCDHHS) along with our own medical and legal consultants. Over the last 7 months
we have made countless additions and modifications, such as:














We’ve purchased 4 walk-through temperature scanners; 3 at the front lobby and 1 at the Lt (Seal)
Brendan Looney Convocation Center (BLCC). EACH and EVERY person is required to walk
through the scanner EACH and EVERY day. Stanchions are placed to ensure the flow of traffic
direction.
The daily schedule has been modified (with longer time blocks) to limit the number of interactions
per day, both in class and in high traffic hallways.
DeMatha will provide 1 face mask to students, faculty and staff. DeMatha will reimburse any
faculty and staff that purchases a face shield. A face shield is not a substitute for a face mask.

DeMatha will provide 1 bottle of spray hand sanitizer to all students and faculty and staff to
disinfect their place upon arrival and leaving each room. DeMatha will refill the bottle (we
provided) when it is empty. We have 1,000 bottles.
We have purchased 3 portable electrostatic sprayers and 2 more on wheels to disinfect whole
rooms.
All classrooms (51) are prepped with cameras, microphones, extension cords, podiums and
Chromebook stations for remote teaching.
Outside the main building entrance, we used field paint on sidewalks to mark where students
must stand (socially distanced) until their turn for screening.
25 forehead thermometers have been purchased for the front office. Additional thermometers will
be located in the attendance office, faculty lounge, academic support staff, counseling center,
BLCC, Mr. Clark’s office, Athletic Training office, admissions, Campus Ministry Office (CMO), art
room, music room.
We’ve purchased 77 HYDROXYLATOR TiO2 PHOTOCATALYTIC HYDROXYL GENERATOR –
10,000 CU FT MAX (air purifiers) with sponge and cup for every classroom.
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We’ve developed a health screening questionnaire that each and every student, employee and
individual is required to complete upon entering the building each and every day. The Athletic
Training Staff will check for answers that require further questioning.
We’ve made a COVID-19 isolation room in the BLCC that has partitions, cots, chairs, fans and
floor mats.
Oscillating wall fans or ceiling fans have been added to each classroom to assist with circulation
and ventilation and will be left on all day.
Door stops have been installed on all doors to increase ventilation and reduce hand touching.
Windows will be open wherever possible.
The entire Athletic Training Staff and Chair of Sciences have completed the Johns Hopkins
University course on contract tracing.
Signs/arrows have been posted throughout all the buildings and stairwells to indicate the flow of
traffic so that distance is easier to maintain. We have an up only staircase and a down only
staircase in all buildings.

Lockers will not be available at this time. Students must carry their material for the day.
Music Bldg. – Entrance only will be from courtyard and exit only will be doors leading to the
parking lot. Stairs will be down only.
We’ve purchased PVC and made a portable 6 ft. grid of squares used in each room to arrange desks
in appropriate spacing. Desks are spaced out 6 ft. apart and all facing the front of the room (face to
face is not allowed).
The music room has a portable sanitizing mister.
Each classroom will be equipped with the following supplies that will be ordered in bulk:
a. Disinfecting spray
b. Gloves - kept in teacher’s desk.
c. Hand sanitizer
d. Paper towels
e. Tissues
f. Air purifier
Water fountains have been disabled throughout the campus; only reusable bottle stations are
functioning.
Two 20 x 40 tents have been purchased and set up on campus for outdoor teaching.
All faucets have been updated to touchless in all restrooms.
Paper towel machines have been installed in all restrooms to replace electric hand dryers that are
currently disabled.
In each and every classroom - desks are at ½ capacity with desks 6 feet apart.
The Stag Store is operating as pick up only for online shopping to eliminate in person
shopping/congregating.
Shared high touch objects, i.e. art supplies, books, tablets, laptops, etc. will be sanitized and wiped
down after each use.
We’ve added numerous touchless hand sanitizing stations throughout all the buildings.
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CDC’s COVID-19 posters (indicating safe and healthy practices) are prominently displayed
throughout all the building’s hallways, classrooms, offices, bathrooms, etc.




“Face Coverings Required” signs are also prominent throughout all the buildings.
The cafeteria space has been modified for social distancing at half capacity, and the other half has
now been moved to the original gym, socially distanced.
The cafeteria is now “grab and go” style boxed lunches with individually wrapped condiments and
plastic ware. According to CDC guidelines, buffet style is not permitted.
The cafeteria will not accept cash for payment. All monetary transactions are billed via the
student’s ID card.
All offices have been equipped with clear plastic shields at reception desks.
160 disinfecting spray bottles have been placed in every room and office.
Our cleaning supplies are checked to comply with the CDC/EPA approved list.
We’ve ordered 24 plastic shields for student’s desks in the science lab.








Daily announcements will include reminders for frequent hand washing, 6 ft. social distancing, wearing a
mask, and other safe practices, including what to do if you are experiencing symptoms. The restrooms
will be cleaned/disinfected every 2-3 hours during school hours.

5. Increased Sanitizing, Cleaning and Disinfecting
DeMatha will follow CDC and EPA guidelines when cleaning and disinfecting classrooms, restrooms,
campus common areas, and high touch areas to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Our cleaning supplies
are checked to comply with CDC/EPA approved list.
The cleaning staff has been trained on proper disinfecting procedures. High touch objects, i.e. art
supplies, books, tablets, laptops, etc. will be disinfected after each use. We’ve added numerous touchless
hand sanitizing stations throughout the buildings. We have purchased 1,000 personal misting bottles for
each student/staff. We will have refill stations with funnels to refill empty personal misting bottles.
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Each classroom and office will be equipped with the following supplies that will be ordered in bulk:
Disinfecting spray, gloves, forehead thermometers located in all offices, hand sanitizer, paper towels,
tissues and an air purifier. Additionally, our facilities team will disinfect all restrooms 2-3 times a day.
Our cleaning company will sanitize and disinfect all classroom in the evenings.
All students will be instructed on the proper cleaning techniques for chrome books, desks, chairs and
other frequently high-touch objects.

6. Temperature Scanners and Symptom Screening
The Maryland Department of Health (MDH) recommends daily temperature checks of all students, staff,
faculty and individuals prior to the start of the school day. DeMatha has purchased 4 walk-through
temperature scanners. 3 scanners are set up in the front lobby of the main building and 1 scanner is set
up in the BLCC. EACH and EVERY student, employee and individual is required to walk through 1 of
the 3 temperature scanners (housed in the lobby of the main entrance) EACH and EVERY morning.
There is a panel with a small light (on the temperature scanner) that detects a body’s temperature simply
by waving one’s wrist in front of it. Additionally, each office throughout the campus is equipped with
forehead thermometers.

Although the CDC no longer requires screening questionnaires, we have developed a screening
application that we perceive is a strong tool in keeping our DeMatha community safe. EACH and EVERY
student, staff, faculty and individual is required to complete the screening questionnaire upon entering
the building EACH and EVERY morning. The answers to the questionnaire will be monitored by the
Athletic Training Staff, who will check for answers that require further questioning. The screening
questionnaire is easily accessible online:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSet460C_2ne9xhcaPl8OJQr2P7kNZgfOyz8qNqAjkworH_4w/viewform

7. When the temperature scanner detects a high temperature
We have 2 people assigned as “monitors” to the front lobby in the mornings (7:15am – 8:15am) to track
student and employee screenings and to log temperature results. If there is a temperature reading of 99.8
or higher, the machine will sound an alarm. We will have the individual wait 2-3 minutes and then walk
through the scanner again. If the temperature is high again and the alarm sounds, the monitor will walk
the person outside and call the Athletic Training room to request a trainer. The trainer will approach the
individual, they will walk outside together (isolate) and continue with CDC COVID-19 required screening.
a. Since the last day in school, have you or a family member had any of the following
symptoms?
a. Cough
b. Shortness of breath
c. Difficulty breathing
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b.
c.
d.
e.

d. New loss of taste or smell
e. Fever of 100.4 or higher
f. Chills or shaking chills
g. Muscle aches
h. Headache
i. Sore throat
j. Nausea or vomiting
k. Diarrhea
l. Fatigue
m. Congestion or runny nose
Have you had a positive test for COVID-19 within the past 10 days?
Are you waiting for COVID-19 test results?
Have you been instructed by any health care provider or the health department to
isolate or quarantine?
In the last 14 days, have you had close contact (within 6 feet for at least 15 minutes)
with anyone diagnosed with COVID-19 or suspected of having COVID-19 (i.e.. tested
due to symptoms)?

If a student answers yes to one of these questions, he will be taken to the isolation room. If an employee
answers yes, the employee will be sent home immediately. To separate anyone with a high temperature
reading or COVID-19 symptoms, the monitored isolation room is the baseball batting cage room in the
BLCC. While the BLCC gym floor is being worked on, the isolation room will be the JV locker room. The
isolation room is equipped with partitions, cots, chairs, oscillating fans and floor mats; as well as
sanitizer, disinfectant, gloves, tissues and paper towels.
A trainer will monitor the room until the student’s parent/guardian can pick up their child.
Parents/Guardians may not walk into the building to pick up their child. The parent/guardian will pull
their car up to the BLCC exit door on 44th Ave. Once there, they will call the Athletic Training office (240764-2253) to notify us that they are here. The student will then be escorted out (by the trainer) to the car.
It is critically important for a parent/guardian to pick up their child in a timely manner. If a student
drives himself to school and is capable, he will be released with parent permission. The isolation room will
receive a complete and thorough cleaning/disinfecting/sanitizing after each occupancy.

A student/employee must wait at least 24 hours and be fever free for 24 hours to return to school/work. If
he/she is still sick with COVID-19 related symptoms after 24 hours, the student/employee must be seen
by a doctor and must have a physician’s note stating that he/she is cleared to return to school/work.
Positive COVID-19 test reports must be forwarded to the Athletic Training office, wnorris@dematha.org.

8. COVID-19 Testing
Anyone who feels sick should stay home from school or work. Anyone who suspects they are ill
and receives a COVID-19 test should not attend or visit school while awaiting test results. Symptoms may
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appear 2 – 10 days after exposure to the virus. Per CDC guidance, if individuals have been in contact
with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, was in contact with someone when he/she was NOT
wearing a mask, he/she was in contact with other individuals that were not wearing a mask for at least
15 minutes or more, or under 6 feet distance, should self-quarantine for 10 days from the last possible
exposure prior to returning.

9. Negative COVID-19 Test Result
Should the test result be negative, one should follow normal illness exclusion rules: a student/employee
must wait at least 24 hours and be fever free for 24 hours, to return to school/work. If a clinician has a
suspicion that the illness may be COVID-19 despite a negative test, they should follow general guidance
related to COVID-19 – i.e., unless they were immunocompromised, they would quarantine and wait at
least 10 days from symptom onset and at least one day from resolution of symptoms prior to returning. If
he/she is still sick with COVID-19 symptoms after 24 hours, the student/employee must be seen by a
doctor and must have a physician’s note stating that he/she is cleared to return to school.
If an individual is sick with a fever, but it is not COVID-19 related, the usual precautions are taken; a
student/employee must wait at least 24 hours and be fever free for 24 hours, to return to school/work.
Quarantine can end after Day 10 without testing and if no symptoms have been reported during daily
monitoring.
When diagnostic testing resources are sufficient and available, then quarantine can end after Day 7 if a
diagnostic specimen tests negative and if no symptoms were reported during daily monitoring. The
specimen may be collected and tested within 48 hours before the time of planned quarantine
discontinuation (e.g., in anticipation of testing delays), but quarantine cannot be discontinued earlier that
after Day 7.

10. Positive COVID-19 Test
All positive COVID-19 test results are required to be submitted to the training office
wnorris@dematha.org. CDC guidelines state, “For most persons with COVID-19 illness, isolation and
precautions can generally be discontinued 10 days after symptom onset and resolution of fever for at least
24 hours, without the use of fever-reducing medications, and with improvement of other symptoms. A
limited number of persons with severe illness may produce replication-competent virus beyond 10 days that
may warrant extending duration of isolation and precautions for up to 20 days after symptom onset;
consider consultation with infection control experts. For persons who never develop symptoms, isolation
and other precautions can be discontinued 10 days after the date of their first positive RT-PCR test for
SARS-CoV-2 RNA.”
In order to return to school/work, the student or employee must have a physician’s note stating that
he/she is cleared to return to school/work.

11. Contact Tracing
If a student/employee tests positive, the CDC requires that we trace all contacts when he/she was not
wearing a mask or with other students/employees that were not wearing a mask (for at least 15 minutes
(or more) and within 6 feet social distancing). Examples would be during lunch time or in a car without
wearing a mask. Symptoms may appear 2 – 14 days after exposure to the virus
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The entire Athletic Training Staff and Chair of Sciences have completed and are certified in the Johns
Hopkins University course on contact tracing. We will work together with the Prince George’s County
Department of Health (PGCDH) to contact trace. Per CDC guidance, if individuals have been in contact
with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, they should self-quarantine for 10 days from last
possible exposure prior to returning, even if they are asymptomatic.
Contact tracing can halt our re-opening. When tracing, the DeMatha Athletic Trainer has to actually
speak to the person, leaving a message is not allowed. In order for this procedure to be effective, the
DeMatha community should realize the timeliness of contact tracing and respond appropriately.
For EVERY positive COVID-19 case, we must notify the PGCDH. We will conduct a complete and
thorough cleaning/disinfecting and implement contact tracing. While CDC and Maryland protocols state
that schools must shut down when 3% of the population is infected, DeMatha will close when 1.5% of the
population is infected. We believe this lower percentage ensures a safer environment for our school
community.
Although CDC and Maryland require notifying the community at a 3% infection rate. At DeMatha, we
believe in total transparency. We will notify our DeMatha families on each and every COVID-19 case.
Families will be notified of confirmed positive student or staff COVID-19 tests through an email sent by
the medical staff. All questions from parents regarding their child’s potential contact with a student who
has fallen ill will be directed to the Athletic Training office 240-764-2253.
Asymptomatic contacts testing negative should self-quarantine for 10 days from their last exposure. The
success of a case investigation and a contact tracing program hinges on our community’s level of
participation. We want our entire population to understand that contact tracing is an important way to
protect friends, family, and community members from future potential infections.

12. Managing your COVID-19 Symptoms
The CDC recommends the following to manage your COVID-19 symptoms at home
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/10Things.pdf

13. COVID-19 and Athletics
In order to return to team workouts/practices, athletes with a positive COVID-19 test must have a
physician’s note stating that he is cleared to return to athletics. DeMatha athletes with moderate or
severe COVID-19 symptoms will need an additional cardiac clearance. All medical clearances must be
sent to the Athletic Training office, wnorris@dematha.org.

14. Face coverings

Face masks are mandatory (in all buildings and at all times on campus) for all students, employees and
individuals during the 2020-2021 school year. This requirement has been added to our uniform policy.
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Habitually forgetting a face mask will have disciplinary consequences. Face masks are available for
purchase online through the Stag Store. If a student is uncomfortable wearing a face mask for the entire
school day, he should choose remote learning instruction. Face masks should never be shared. A face
shield cannot be worn in place of a face mask. The two may be worn together. Face masks must cover the
mouth, nose and chin. Only DeMatha face masks and plain face masks are acceptable. No face masks
containing inappropriate slogans or logos are permitted. If a student is not sure if his mask is
appropriate, he should check with the Dean of Students, Mr. Shaka Dickerson 240-764-2233 for approval.
We suggest students carry an extra face mask as back up, in case one becomes wet or dirty during the
day.
15. Cafeteria
Masks are required in the cafeteria(s) while moving and not eating. Lunch will be served (starting in the
hybrid phase) in the cafeteria, original gym and staged in room 211 (if needed). Several locations will
prevent herding. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, buffet style lunch is not permitted. The CDC guidelines
state that serving trays cannot be used. Everything will be disposable. Lunches will be boxed, “grab and
go” style. Condiments and plastic ware will be single serve packets. Condiments will not be shared.
Until further notice, all lunches will be eaten in the main building. In the spring, we will revisit this
policy to consider outdoor seating. The cafeteria will be marked for social distancing to indicate where to
stand in line. Cash cannot be used for lunch. All transactions will be made with the student’s ID card.
We will time release students every 5 minutes for lunch in the cafeteria(s); seniors being released first to
begin and end lunch.

16. Classrooms
We’ve purchased PVC and made a portable 6’ grid of squares used in each classroom to arrange desks for
appropriate spacing. Classroom desks are at ½ capacity, spaced out 6’ apart and all are facing the front of
the room (face to face is not allowed). Group activities in classrooms must be the same students in the
group at all times (cohorting).

Classrooms desks and chairs will be finely misted with disinfectant at the end of each class. Each
classroom (and office) will be equipped with an air purifier, which will be left on all day.
Each classroom is equipped with either a ceiling fan or an oscillating fan to assist with circulation and
ventilation and will be left on all day. Door stops have been installed on all doors to increase ventilation.
Classroom doors will be left open during the day to avoid touching. Each classroom will be equipped with
disinfecting spray, gloves, hand sanitizer, paper towels and tissues.
Two 20 x 40 tents have been placed outside behind the Music Building and next to the St. John DeMatha
Hall for outdoor classroom teaching.
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Each classroom has CDC/COVID-19 posters prominently displayed to ensure safe practices.
For classrooms equipped with 2 doors, each door will be designated as enter only or exit only. Faculty and
staff will instruct students to avoid gathering in hallways.

17. Modified class schedules
The daily schedule has been modified (with longer time blocks) to limit the number of interactions per
day, both in class and in high traffic hallways. All classes will meet for 40 minutes on Wednesdays.

18. Music Building
The only entrance into the Music Building will be from the courtyard and the only exit will be from the
doors leading to the parking lot. Stairs will be down only. The music room has a portable sanitizing
mister along with hand sanitizer, gloves, cleaning disinfectant, forehead thermometer, paper towels and
tissues. CDC/COVID-19 posters are prominently displayed throughout the walls on the building, to
ensure safe practices.

19. Counseling Services
Distress hotline for coping skills is posted on the DeMatha webpage and throughout the school. Any
concerns, contact the Counseling Center, Mrs. Maureen Ritz 240-764-2226.

20. Campus Ministry Office – Service hours – Retreats
The CMO will announce details concerning service hours and retreats.
21. Academic Support Services
Academic Support Services are available upon request. The student should contact Mrs. Joan Phalen
jphalen@dematha.org or Mrs. Mary Catherine Strickland mstrickland@dematha.org to make an
appointment.

22. College Advising
Students should contact Mr. Andrew Bright abright@dematha.org or Mr. Jordan Sharps
jsharps@dematha.org
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23. Water stations
Water fountains have been disabled throughout campus, only reusable bottle stations are functioning.
We have numerous water stations throughout the campus. Students and employees are encouraged to
bring their own personal water bottle to refill throughout the day.

24. Hallway traffic
Signs/arrows have been posted throughout the buildings and stairwells to indicate the flow of traffic, to
avoid congregating. We have an up only staircase and a down only staircase in all buildings. Faculty and
staff will instruct students to avoid gathering in hallways.

25. Lockers
Lockers will not be accessible until further notice. Students must carry their material for the day.

26. Restrooms
Restrooms will be cleaned and disinfected every 2-3 hours during school days. All faucets have been
updated to touchless. Paper towel machines have been installed in all restrooms to replace electric hand
dryers, which are currently disabled. Each restroom has signs posted that remind and demonstrate
proper handwashing procedures. The bathroom soap is EPA and CDC approved for killing bad bacteria
with its antimicrobial agents.

27. Visitors on campus
In accordance with the CDC, visitors will not be allowed in the buildings, unless it is an emergency. We
will mail or email transcripts, etc. when we can. If someone must pick something up, they will come to
the circle, stay in their car, call the main office (240-764-2200) and an employee will walk the item out to
the person. They are not to leave their car. If a parent wants to drop off something for their child, the
parent will drive to the circle, stay in their car, call the main office (240-764-2200) and we will have an
employee walk to the car and take the item from the parent. If a parent wants to meet with a teacher or
counselor, they must contact the person first, to schedule an appointment.
28. Shadow Days and Open Houses
Special tours for potential new families are arranged in the admissions office. Please contact Mr. Pat
Goulden, Director of Admissions pgoulden@dematha.org to schedule.
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Q and A
1. Does DeMatha require all students and staff to be tested for COVID-19 prior to
DeMatha Phase 2 (Hybrid Schedule) starting?
The CDC does not recommend COVID-19 testing of all students and staff as a prerequisite to in person
learning.
2. What happens if a student or employee feels sick with COVID-19 like symptoms
while at school?
The individual is to report to the attendance office and further evaluations will be conducted. An Athletic
Trainer will be called to further evaluate for COVID-19 like symptoms and if warranted, will safely
isolate the person in the designated isolation area in the BLCC. We will then contact the parent/guardian
to quickly pick up their child from campus. An employee will be immediately dismissed. A student that
drives himself to school will be dismissed with parent approval.
3. Can my son see an Athletic Trainer for his injury?
Yes. The training room is open (in all phases) by appointment only with a 10 person maximum.

There will be no congregating in the Athletic Training room. Please call the Athletic Training
office at 240-764-2253 to set up an appointment. Once in the Hybrid schedule (DeMatha Phase
2), the students can seek treatment during off periods and after school.
4.

In Hybrid mode, I can’t pick up my son until 5:00pm. Will there be a study hall after
school?

Yes. The monitored study hall in the library begins on Monday, November 9, 2020. Study hall
hours are 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm.
5.

When will the Stag Store be open for walk-in shopping?

Currently (DeMatha Phase 1), the Stag Store is online shopping only with pick up only hours
during the week (Tuesday through Thursday 8:00am – 1:00pm) as well as shipping services. We
will revisit this policy at a later date, as we reopen.
6. Will the DM Snack Bar be open?
Yes, in DeMatha Phase 2 (Hybrid schedule) the DM snack bar will be open after school for “grab and go”
snacks only. The DM Snack Bar will no longer be accepting cash for payment, only debit or credit will be
accepted. The operating hours will be determined at a later date.
7. DeMatha and the Prince George’s Health Department called to tell me another
student in our carpool had a positive COVID-19 test. Why does my son have to
quarantine? He doesn’t even feel sick, he feels fine.
Symptoms may appear 2 – 14 days after exposure to the virus. Per CDC guidance, if individuals
have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19, they should selfquarantine for 10 days from the last possible exposure prior to returning. The success of a case
investigation and contact tracing program hinges on our community’s level of participation. We want our
entire population to understand that contact tracing is an important way to protect friends, family, and
community members from future potential infections. Remember, we are OneDeMatha!
8. Does DeMatha have any plans to keep the Catholic Trinitarian faith strong during
these times?
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Our theology program continues every day and the retreats are being reorganized by the Campus
Ministry.
9. When will morning mass return?
On Monday, November 9th Daily Mass will resume at 7:45am in the chapel.
10. How can band/music still operate?
Please contact your music instructor for further information.
11. Are there any clubs that are meeting now, in person or virtually?
Follow the link below for a list of clubs that are currently enrolling new members with information about
how to join. https://drive.google.com/file/d/1NvDTSW6Z6OcwqR34ycRXE7ewy609wvnt/view?usp=sharing
If you don't see your club, email Mr. Mark Goodson at MGoodson@DeMatha.org to connect with a moderator
and get the word out about your club.
29. Are local health departments required to approve DeMatha’s reopening plan?
Local health departments are not required to review or approve the reopening plans for DeMatha.
However, the Maryland Department of Health (MDH) encourages us to collaborate with Prince George’s
County Health Department (PGCHD) to develop plans for a safe reopening and implement these
guidelines. We have made contacts, have a working relationship with and have established a
communication process with the Prince George’s Health Department.
12. Does DeMatha follow the State of Maryland, the Archdiocese of Washington, or
Prince George’s County to re-open? Who ultimately makes the final decision?
We are required to follow mandates from the Governor and from the Prince George’s County Executive if
they include private schools in the directive.
13. My son is struggling with online learning and his grades are falling. How can he
receive help from academic support?
The student should contact his counselor or academic support.
14. My son has compromised health issues and we don’t feel comfortable with in person
teaching. Can he opt for remote learning in Phase 2 and 3?
Yes, in Phase 2 and Phase 3, students may learn remotely. In Phase 4, all students must learn in the
traditional classroom setting.
15. My son is a senior. Will colleges be allowed to visit DeMatha (now or in any phase)
and meet with the students to promote their school?
The student should contact Mr. Jordan Sharps jsharps@dematha.org from the Counseling Center.
16. What is the required uniform for remote learning?
During online learning, all students are required to be in uniform from “waist to face”. This includes a
DeMatha polo shirt and proper grooming. No earrings or facial jewelry is permitted. No facial hair is
permitted. Please refer to student handbook for further uniform requirements. If you have questions on
what is acceptable, please contact Mr. Shaka Dickerson, Dean of Students 240-764-2233.
17. In the hybrid schedule, how will DeMatha divide the red team and the blue team?
We have a carpool with 3 other families and we would like our boys all on the same
team.
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Families should contact their son’s counselor.
18. My son is on the red team. He has a doctor’s appointment on his in-person red day.
Can he alternate his red in-person teaching day and attend the blue in-person
teaching day?
Students should contact their counselor and the teacher in question.
19. Will any classes be taught outside in the fresh air?

Yes, as long as weather permits. Two 20 x 40 tents have been placed on campus for outdoor
classroom teaching (with desks 6’ apart) and each is equipped with sanitizers, gloves and
disinfectants.
20. What are the expectations of teachers and students responses to emails?
Teachers are expected to respond with 48 hours. Students are expected to respond as soon as possible.
21. Will there be bus service to and from DeMatha? From the Metro?
DeMatha will provide free shuttle service to and from the Metro, under strict guidelines. All students
must wear a mask and social distance on the bus. DeMatha will not be providing bus service during
Phase 2, hybrid learning. This policy will be revisited as our school opening advances.
22. Does DeMatha have a policy or procedure regarding students or families that travel
out of the District of Columbia, Maryland, Virginia (DMV) area or out of the country?
Is quarantining required once we return home?
At this time, the Maryland Department of Health (MDH), issued a public health advisory for out-of-state
travel. Under the advisory, Marylanders are strongly advised against traveling to states with positivity
rates of 10% or higher. Anyone traveling from these states should get tested and self-quarantine while
awaiting results. The public health advisory applies to personal, family, or business travel of any kind.
Marylanders are advised to postpone or cancel travel to these areas until their positivity rates decline.
The District of Columbia and the Commonwealth of Virginia are exempt from this recommendation.
Read the travel advisory at: https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/Documents/07.29.2020%20%20MDH%20Notice%20-%20Out% 20of%20State%20Travel%20Advisory.pdf.
23. Is there a policy if my son travels with his DeMatha sport team?
In accordance with the CDC travel guidelines, if a team travels outside of the DMV for longer than 24
hours they must either provide a negative PCR test within 7 days of return or quarantine for 10 days
without a test upon returning home. It is recommended to wait 3 days before having a test done after
returning from travel. Athletes will not be permitted to return to campus/practice/competitions until a
minimum of 7 days after return with proof of a negative test provided to the athletic trainers or a 10 day
quarantine has been completed.
24. What if a family member or someone living with a student, faculty or staff member
receives a positive COVID-19 test? Is everyone that lives in the home required to
quarantine?
Yes, everyone living in the home should self-quarantine while the positive COVID-19 tester self isolates.
Per CDC guidance, if individuals have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID19, they should self-quarantine for 10 days from last possible exposure prior to returning.
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25. What happens when my son is in the classroom but the teacher is teaching from
home? Is he required to have his laptop at school? Is there one he can borrow for
the day from the library?
We encourage the students to have their own laptop (with headphones) with him; however chrome books
are available to lend to the student; see his counselor.
26. When will WCAC Athletics begin again?
According to the Washington Catholic Athletic Conference (WCAC) commissioner, Steve Colontuoni’s
July 27, 2020 press release, “the WCAC is announcing that it will be cancelling all fall athletics due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The WCAC spans 7 jurisdictions and will continually monitor the restrictions
placed on schools and athletics by each jurisdiction throughout the fall. We are currently exploring
various scheduling options with a start date of January 1, 2021. Athletics play an important role in the
student environment and overall development of students. The safety of our student athletes will always
be the first priority in any future decisions concerning rescheduling of fall sports.”
27. When will DeMatha Athletics begin again?
Out of Season Activities (OSAs) have begun with competition modifications. The winter sports season
will be held Dec. 10, 2020 – February 13, 2021. The fall sports season will be held February 15, 2021 –
April 10, 2021 with football taking place February 15, 2021 – April 17, 2021. The spring sports season
will be held April 12, 2021 – June 5, 2021 with optional weeks held June 6, 2021 – June 19, 2021. Please
call the Athletic Office 240-764-2257 for further information.
We ARE in this together! We are StagStrong!

Contacts:
Fr. James R. Day, OSST
President
240-764-2200
frjames@dematha.org
Dr. Daniel McMahon
Principal
240-764-2200
dmcmahon@dematha.org
Mr. William Clark
Assistant Principal
240-764-2207
wcclark@dematha.org
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COVID-19 Medical Staff
Ms. Wendy Norris
240-764-2253
wnorris@dematha.org
Academic Support
Mrs. Joan Phalen
240-764-2142
jphalen@dematha.org
Mrs. Mary Catherine Strickland
240-764-2264
mstrickland@dematha.org
Dean of Students
Mr. Shaka Dickerson
240-764-2233
sdickerson@dematha.org
Counseling Center
Mrs. Maureen Ritz
240-764-2226
mritz@dematha.org
Mr. Theodore Garrett
240-764-2229
tgarrett@dematha.org
Mrs. Sarah Stockton
240-764-2228
sstockton@dematha.org
Mr. Andrew Bright
240-764-2227
abright@dematha.org
Mr. Jordan Sharps
240-764-2224
jsharps@dematha.org
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Helpful Resources
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
People Who Need to Take Extra Precautions. - People at Increased Risk for Severe Illness
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/index.html
Older Adults
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/older-adults.ht ml
People with Certain Medical Conditions
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-with-m edicalconditions.html?CDC_AA_refVal=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extraprecautions%2Fgroups-at-higher-risk.html
Symptoms of Coronavirus
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
Clinical Presentation in Children
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
People Who Are at Higher Risk for Severe Illness
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/need-extra-precautions/people-at-higher-risk .html
Public Health Guidance for Community Related Exposure
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/public-health-recommendations.html
Interim Guidance for Businesses and Employers Responding to Coronavirus 2019
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/guidance-business-response.html
Discontinuation of Isolation for Persons with COVID-19 Not in Healthcare Settings
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-in-home-patients.html
Travel Guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/travelers/index.html
FAQs for Schools
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-schools-faqs.html
School Cleaning Guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/clean-disinfect/index.html
School Bus Guidance
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-scho ols-faqs.html 12
Social Distancing
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/social-distancing.html
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Maryland State Department of Education
Maryland Recovery Plan
http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Documents/MSDERecoveryPlan.pdf
Guidance for Use of Cloth Face Coverings in Schools
http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Documents/COVID/MDHSchoolFaceCoveringGu idance.pdf COVID-19
Response to a Laboratory Confirmed Case of COVID-19 and Persons with COVID-19-like illness in Schools, Child Care
Programs, and Youth Camps
http://marylandpublicschools.org/newsroom/Documents/COVID/MDHGuidanceSchoolsRespo nseCOVID19.pdf
Student Transportation http://www.marylandpublicschools.org/about/Pages/DBS/Pupil-Transportation/index.aspx

Maryland Department of Health
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) Outbreak
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/
Maryland State Local Health Department COVID-19 Contacts
https://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/system/files/filedepot/3/lhd_covid-19_co ntacts_msde_occ_5-132020_1.pdf
Frequently Asked Questions: Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) and Older Adults:
https://phpa.health.maryland.gov/Documents/FAQ_covid19_older_adults.pdf

Environmental Protection Agency
13 Disinfectants for Use Against SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19) https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectantsuse-against-sars-cov-2-co vid-19
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