
Grades 

Grades will be updated on Fri-

day, April 16.  Questions con-

cerning grades should be directed to the  

student’s teacher. 
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Principal Notes  

As spring sputters and starts and advances 

and retreats, I have been reading poems 

about the season.  Here are parts of three.                                                    

“Nothing is so beautiful as spring… What is 

all this juice and joy?  A strain of the earth’s 

sweet being in the beginning in Eden garden” 

“Spring” Gerard Manley Hopkins, SJ                                 

“I thank You God for this most amazing day:  

for the leaping greenly spirits of trees and a 

blue true dream of sky: and for everything 

which is natural which is infinite which is yes” 

e.e. cummings                                        

“The sun was warm but the wind was chill.  

You know how it is with an April day.  When 

the sun is out and the wind is still, You’re one 

month on in the middle of May.  But if you so 

much as dare to speak, A cloud comes over 

the sunlit arch, A wind comes off a frozen 

peak, And you’re two months back in the 

middle of March.”  “Two Tramps in Mud 

Time,”  Robert Frost  In each there is a sense 

of the promise that spring brings: hope, of 

rebirth, or restoration, of life.  There is a call 

to joy and to hope and we will celebrate both 

spring and Easter amidst an April that will 

occasionally look forward to May, and occa-

sionally look backwards to March. 

                       Dr. Daniel J. McMahon 

Parent Alert Emails:  Communications on closings, weather, activity and sports updates from DeMatha will 

automatically be sent via e-mail to the primary email listed on the student’s Veracross account. 

Academic Awards Night 

On the school calendar Wednes-

day, April 28, we had scheduled our 

annual Academic Awards Night when 

we would normally celebrate the academ-

ic achievements of our students.  Given 

the current health crises, it is unlikely that 

we will be able to gather together in a 

large group as we have in the past. How-

ever, we will still recognize student aca-

demic accomplishments in some meaning-

ful way. As usual, students who have been 

on the Honor Roll, Academic Dean’s List, 

or Principal’s List for three consecutive 

quarters (1st quarter, 1st semester and 

3rd quarter) will still be awarded lapel 

pins.  In addition, special awards will be 

given to seniors graduating with honors (a 

cumulative 3.0 average) and with highest 

honors (a cumulative 3.8 aver-

age).  Also receiving recognition 

will be students who have achieved 

excellence in other academic pur-

suits.  Details will be forthcoming.                  
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March 29 - April 6 

    Easter Break                        

S  School & Offices Closed 

April 7 - 9 

    Classes Resume All Remote 

    Senior Retreats 

April 9 

    Yearbook Pictures 

April 12 

    No Classes 

April 13 

   All Remote Classes 

April 14 

    Junior Retreat & 

    Junior Conversations     

    No Classes  
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AP Exams & Schedule         

AP Exams will be held Mon-

day, May 3, through Friday, 

May 14. Students should have already regis-

tered and paid for the test. Any questions con-

cerning AP testing, please contact Mr. Garrett 

at TGarrett@DeMatha.org or 240-764-2229.  

Location to be announced. 
 

May 3- US Government & Politics  

 8:00 AM 

 Physics C: Mechanics 

 12:00 Noon 

May 4- Calculus AB & BC 

 8:00 AM 

 German Language & Culture, 

             Human Geography  

 12:00 Noon 

May 5- English Literature & Composition 

 8:00 AM 

May 6- US History 

 8:00 AM 

             Computer Science A                             

             12:00 Noon 

May 7-  Chemistry & Spanish Literature 

              8:00 AM 

May 10- French Language & Culture &              
  World History  

  8:00 AM 

  Macroeconomics 

 12:00 Noon 

May 11– Spanish Language & Culture 

 8:00 AM 

 Latin 

 12:00 Noon 

May 12- English Language & Composition 

 8:00 AM 

 Microeconomics 

 12:00 Noon 

May 14- Biology 

 8:00 AM 

Environmental Science 

 12:00 Noon 

May 17– Comp. Government & Politics 

 8:00 AM 

Computer Science Principles 

 8:00 AM 

 Statistics 

 12:00 Noon 

  

Music Matters   

Participation of the Music 

Department in the following 

activities is tentative due to 

the pandemic. Details will follow. 

May 5: Spring Sing, Convocation Cen-

ter, 7:00  p.m. 

May 15:  Instrumental Music Awards 

Ceremony, Convocation Center, 6:30 

p.m. 

DPO Parent Matters 

The DeMatha Parent Organization (DPO) 

Annual Tuition Raffle is underway. For 

the 2021-2022 school year, a DeMatha 

family could win a $10,000 tuition credit.  

All current 9th, 10th, and 11th grade fami-

lies should have received two tickets in 

the mail, and we hope that everyone will 

participate in this drawing.  Families can 

also purchase additional tickets. New fam-

ilies, of the Class of 2025, will be offered 

the opportunity to participate once they 

have registered for the new school year. 

On May 12, the DPO is planning an out-

door social gathering (in person) to have 

the opportunity for new and returning 

families to gather for a little celebration in 

addition to the drawing.  This will be an 

opportunity for DM parents to mingle 

outside and meet one another.  It has 

been a long time since that was possible. 

Those planning to attend will be asked to 

register for planning purposes.  Details 

will follow. 

Thanks to the DPO, the faculty and 

staff were treated to a Muffin Madness 

Day.  This tradition offers parents an op-

portunity to voice their appreciation for 

the dedication of our faculty and staff. It 

has always been celebrated at the same 

time as the NCAA March Madness.  The 

faculty and staff are very grateful. 

Art Show 

All are invited to attend the 15th Annual 

Student, Staff, Alumni and Parents Art 

Show and Reception, Sunday, April 18, 

from 3:00 - 5:00 p.m.  Parents are invited 

to participate.  Please contact Mr. Holsey 

if you’re interested, 240-764-2261 or 

vholsey@dematha.org. 
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Attendance        240-764-2230     

We hope you will use the following 

days off and weekends for college 

visits, medical appointments, etc.                                                                        

 
 March 29 - April 6  Easter Break 

April 12  
                                                                              May 31 

Yearbook Pictures 

Photographers will be at DeMatha on 

Friday, April 9, from  8:30 a.m.-

12:30 p.m., to take yearbook pictures 

of any student who has never had a 

picture taken or would like a retake.  

If your student is virtual only, we ask 

that you take a headshot picture of 

your son, in his DM uniform shirt on 

a plain background with the appropri-

ate grooming guidelines found in the 

Student Handbook on page 73.  No 

earrings.  Please send that picture to 

cpuffett@dematha.org. If the picture 

is not of the quality or composition 

needed, your son will still have a 

place noted in the yearbook with ‘no 

picture available’.  Please note, April 9 

is an all remote learning day so there 

will be a minimal number of people 

on campus that day. 

mailto:TGarrett@DeMatha.org
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Summer School 

School regulations stipulate that any fail-

ing grade must be made up in summer 

school.  Students are also required to 

attend summer school if they meet one 

of the following criteria: a final grade of F 

in any class; a grade of D in Algebra 1, 

Part 1; Algebra 1, Part 2; regular Algebra 

1 or Algebra 2.  A grade of D in Honors 

Algebra 1 or Honors Algebra 2 does not 

result in required summer school.  In-

stead, the student will move out of the 

honors math program. A grade of D in 

the first two levels of a world language 

also requires remediation in summer 

school. If a student achieves an extremely 

low final grade, he may be required to 

repeat the course the following year de-

pending on individual academic depart-

ment regulations. DeMatha makes every 

attempt to remediate failed clas-

ses.  Please check the website for sum-

mer session offerings. Please take the 

summer school dates into consideration 

when making vacation plans.    

Monday, June 21-Thursday, July 22 

Failure to make up a class in summer 

school will result in a $400 fee being as-

sessed in the fall for administrative and 

scheduling purposes. 

Faculty/Senior Class                           

                  Barbeque & Field Day  

Friday, May 7, will be a Senior Privi-

lege Day - no classes for seniors.  We 

will host a mandatory Faculty/

Senior Class Barbeque & Field Day 

beginning at 12:00 noon, in the court-

yard.  In addition to food and fun, we 

plan to distribute graduation an-

nouncements, tickets, name cards, 

caps, gowns, and yard signs.  Rain 

date will be Friday, May 14. 

Senior Information 

On Tuesday, April 20, 

there will be a mandatory 

virtual senior parent meeting begin-

ning at 7:00 p.m. Details will follow. 

Senior Calendar 

April 7-9   Senior Retreats mandato-

ry.  Park in front lots ONLY.  There 

will be six identical sessions of the re-

treat with no more than 40 students per 

session. All seniors have been sent the 

sign-up link for their preferred session. 

Only sign up for one session                   

April 20   Virtual Senior Parent meet-

ing mandatory, 7:00 p.m.                                     

May 1   Senior Service Hours due.  

Contact ebright@dematha.org with any 

questions.         

May 3   College decisions and financial 

award information due to the Counsel-

ing Center. Mandatory to graduate.                         

May 3-14   AP Exams at DeMatha, in 

person only.                              

May 5   Senior Exit Survey due manda-

tory. 

May 7  Senior Privilege Day Mandato-

ry - No Classes for Seniors Only - Fac-

ulty/Senior Class Barbeque & Field Day, 

12:00 noon.  Park in front parking lots 

ONLY.  Pick up caps & gowns, gradua-

tion announcements & tickets.         

Rain Date – Friday, May 14.                 

May 12-14   Virtual senior exams – 

mandatory.  

May 17-19   College Prep - mandato-

ry.  Each student will be assigned one 

day.  

May 17-June 3  No Classes for Seniors   

May 20   Senior Reflection Paper due.       

June 2   Graduation practice, at DeMa-

tha, mandatory, 11:00 am. Arrive 

10:45 a.m.           

June 4   Graduation at DeMatha, 9:00 

a.m. – mandatory. Arrive 8:30 a.m.   

Go Stags!     
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SAT Information 

Register for the SAT online 

www.collegeboard.org.  The SAT Test 

dates and registration deadlines for the 

year are as follows: CEEB#210660 

Test Date & Registration Deadline      

(Late registration is available) 

May 8, 2021  Apr. 8, 2021 

June 5, 2021  May 6, 2021     

Please Note:  We have had reports of 

test centers not announcing when they 

are closed due to the 

pandemic. 

DeMatha Play                    

The DeMatha Players are 

proud to present Man of La Mancha by 

arrangement with Concord Theatricals 

on behalf of Tams-Witmark 

LLC.  Inspired by Cervantes’s Don Quix-

ote, the quixotic musical, Man of 

La Mancha offers a message of hope and 

vigorous idealism. Play dates Friday, 

May 7, Saturday, May 8, and Sunday, 

May 9. The performance will be live-

streamed.  Tickets to the live stream may 

be purchased at https://

store.dematha.org/products/man

Blazer Donation 

Current sophomores 

and seniors are asked to 

consider donating their 

blazer back to the 

school to pass on to a future student 

in need.  All blazer donations should 

be turned into the Attendance Office.  

Thank you for your consideration.  

mailto:ebright@dematha.org
https://store.dematha.org/products/man-of-la-mancha
https://store.dematha.org/products/man-of-la-mancha
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Campus Ministry  

All service hours are expected to be turned in no later than 1 month 

after completion.  Any service hours completed in March were due 

March 31.  The due date for senior service hours has been extended to May 

1. Seniors should check their email for info about senior service hours and the re-

quired senior service reflection. Service hours for freshmen, sophomores and jun-

iors are due Friday, May 21. Students must have completed and submitted the 

hours required for their class year using the online system. Links and information 

have been emailed to students and are on the DeMatha website, under Christian 

Service Program.  Students who do not complete their required hours will be as-

signed additional summer hours and will be required to complete those summer  

hours before returning to DeMatha.  Freshmen owe 5 hours, sophomores owe 10 

hours and juniors owe 20 by May 21.  See pp 38-40 in the student handbook or 

the Christian Service website for clarification. Questions concerning requirements 

and hours should be directed to the Campus Ministry Office 

at ebright@dematha.org.    

The Senior Retreats will take place April 7-9 on DeMatha's campus.  The Cam-

pus Ministry Office gives our seniors time to reflect on God's presence in their 

lives, strengthen the bonds of brotherhood, and anticipate the next chapter of their 

lives. This year, in light of COVID restrictions, we will be hosting small groups in 

multiple sessions over three days.  All COVID precautions will be taken. Seniors 

were given the chance in mid-March to sign up for their preferred session and 

were emailed retreat specifics at the end of March.  All classes for April 7-9 will be 

virtual; seniors will be excused from class on the day of their retreat. Please pray 

for our seniors as they spend time in prayer, reflection and community.   

The Junior Retreat will be held in-person on Wednesday, April 14 from 

8:30am-12noon. Our Junior Retreats reflect on the God-given human dignity of 

each person and how to build kinship with all of God's children. This year, we will 

reflect on how racism and racial injustice violates human dignity by dividing into 

small groups and using film as a discussion point. All COVID precautions will be 

taken. More information was emailed to families and students in mid-March. All 

classes will be virtual that day and the Junior Retreat will be followed by Junior 

Conversations.   

April 2021               Cont. from pg 1 

   April 16 

    Grades Updated 

 April 18 

    Art Show 

 April 20 

    Mandatory Senior Parent Meeting 

 April 30 

     Service Hours Due 

 April 30 - May 2                                         

      DeMatha Play - Man of La Mancha 
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Support the Fund!                      

The Fund for DeMatha provides for on-

going yearly costs, including student pro-

grams and scholarship funds.  Donations, 

as well as gifts of stocks, real estate and 

planned giving, allow us to continue edu-

cating all of our young men in the DM 

tradition.  Designations to scholarship 

funds or specific programs are welcome.  

For more information or to donate 

online, please see “Online Giving” on the 

website, or contact Mr. Thomas Ponton 

at 240-764-2222 or 

tponton@dematha.org.   

Lenten Project                                                                                                                                           

This year, the DeMatha community is aiming to donate more than 2500 care packages to local shelters to benefit our home-

less brothers and sisters. We are working with Catholic Charities and other organizations who directly serve the homeless to 

distribute the packages. Campus Ministry used all financial donations to buy supplies and the freshmen in DeMatha Way clas-

ses assembled nearly 1000 bags at the end of March! Our DeMatha families have been so generous; many have purchased 

their own supplies, compiled care packages themselves and brought them in as donations. We will continue to accept dona-

tions through April 13.  

mailto:ebright@dematha.org

